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The family are still in possession of the strongest testimonials from General Goddard of the important services rendered him by the reigning Nuwab (Hiyat Mahomed Khan) (19) ; indeed, the ultimate success of the enterprise, and the final accomplishment of that officers wonderful march across an enemy's country all the way to Surat, were mainly to be attributed to his having found this principality in a state of independence, and hostility to the Mahrattahs, midway on his line of march." Thus there are three well known authorities in proof of the friendly aid given by Bhopal, at a time when a British force was marching across India to the assistance of the Bombay Government, at a most .critical period of the affairsof the East India Company. This assistance was afforded by a state which had nothing, apparently, to gain by such a generous act: while it is clear that it risked its very independence as a state, the moment the British force marched from the southern bank of the Nerbuddah. The result proved the danger it was exposed to, for Sir John Malcolm states that " many of his (the nuwab's) fields and villages were, in consequence of his fidelity to his engagement, plundered by the Mahrattahs." What other state, or power, has ever acted in a similar manner towards the British Government ? The records of history are silent on the
(19)    Grandfather of the present Begum mother of BhopaL